
It is always complicated to critique a friend’s creation. If these friends are also the original inspiration of this magazine with their 
MOC Alien some 5 years ago, it is even more complicated on a moral level. But in the end when they ask your opinion about a 
product they don’t expect an objective analysis, but rather your personal view with whatever baggage that entails.
 
Their way of creating, building and seeing things has always been an unreachable mystery to me. Their capability to use 
parts in order to create realistic volume and angles is something I will never achieve. I have stopped trying. So when they said 
they wanted to present their latest work exclusively, and they wanted me to give my opinion, I prepared my senses for a new 
instalment of their exploits. And it turns out it’s a book.
 
I really appreciate the arvo brothers, but... a book? really? is that what they have been working on instead of the mother of all 
Aliens?
 
In the end I decided to give them an opportunity Over the last couple of months there has been a frenzy of LEGO® related books 
and I can’t blame them for having been infected.
 

And now the book
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But let’s turn to the book, after all that’s what we’re here to talk about. As always it’s good to start at the beginning. We all know 
the aesthetic taste these guys have, we’ve seen it in their MOCs over the years, so the presentation is very elegant and the 
photos are close to perfection. But the contents are probably the most surprising part.
 
Throughout the chapters we witness the birth, development and construction of the legendary bike of Kaneda from the Akira 
manga and anime. Nothing more, nothing less. Without secrets, without holding back. The entire creative process, all the 
decisions and sacrifices regarding the original model they have had to make. Rarely does a book reflects this, not only because 
of how hard it is to find someone willing to show their creative process, but also because of the consciousness self-examination 
that underlies showing the how your brain works when creating something.
 
It isn’t a book about ideas, although in its pages you can 
find many, nor is it a book about building techniques even 
though from its pages you can decipher the way these 
guys build. It isn’t an instruction manual either, even 
though one is included. It is all of that and more. It is a 
book about an evolution, the evolution of a model and its 
builders, about a constant search for perfection to confer 
physical qualities to a dream that arose from a manga.
 
It is a different book, maybe not something for everybody, 
but it is clear that it is a little treasure of LEGO 
construction.
And what’s more, when you finish reading it, the only 
thing you can think about is that bike, you need that 
bike...

The book will be available from December 14 through 
email: arvobrothers@hotmail.com
And later on page:
www.arvobrothers.com (still under construction)
#


